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Drug Enforcement Administration
[bookmark: _GoBack]For many years, the United States government has been fighting against the trafficking of illicit substances in the country. The drug enforcement administration is an agency formed under federal security to enforce drug laws in the states and ensure illicit substances are eliminated from the market. In 1973, President Richard Nixon of the United States gave an executive order to form a federal agency that would control and enforce drug laws. The previous agencies given the mandate failed, and thus there was a need to form a new agency to take up the task. The initial agency consisted of 1470 agents across the country, but this grew tremendously to 2135 after two years. The agency has worked under the federal government's guidance to ensure harmful drugs are not sold in the United States. In the 1980s, the agency was tasked with investigating the Colombian drug cartel Medellin and eliminating it. Since its formation, the government has been giving financial support and enacting drug laws to ensure a strong agency (Sacco, 2014).
The Drug Enforcement Administration was formed to control drug trafficking in the United States and enforce controlled substance laws worldwide. Its mission was to regulate drug trafficking and bring all dealers to criminal and civil justice within the country or any other jurisdiction. It was also to research and recommend and support non-law enforcement programs to minimize illicit drugs. 
During its establishment, the DEA duties included enforcing controlled substance laws and regulations in the United States. This involves investigating and presenting violators of these laws for prosecution courts or law. Also, it involved investigating, arresting, and presenting in courts drug gangs and criminals who bring about violence for prosecution. Another duty was seizing assets owned or acquired through illicit drug trafficking.  In conjunction with the federal government and local communities and states, the agency was supposed to develop programs that would reduce the availability of illicit substances in the market. Also, it was supposed to liaise with other agencies like Interpol, United Nations, or any other agency in the world to cub and control illicit substance trafficking in the world. Through its operations, the agency has developed DEA special unit that conducts criminal investigations, surveillance on criminals, infiltrating channels used by a drug dealer to acquire and bring drugs into the country, recognizing and arresting drug traffickers, and preparing evidence against the arrested traffickers during prosecution. 
Although the DEA has experienced success in its operations since it was formed, it has also experienced challenges that have hindered its success. Like any other agency, it lacks sufficient funds to fund and carry out its operations. Also, it experiences a lack of sufficient and qualified personnel to carry its duties. Recruitment and maintaining qualified staff has been a challenge, and thus, the agency has been affected severely. Technology has advanced greatly since the time DEA was formed, and thus the agency has been unable to keep up with the growing changes in technology. Although it has tried to keep up with the changes, it has been unable to cooperate fully with modern technology in controlling illicit substance trafficking in the country. Also, terrorism has affected the agency (Lynch et al., 2013). Many drug dealers have started engaging in terrorist activities, making DEA's duties more challenging than before. 
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